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President National Alumni Association
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Associate Dean Williams College of Business
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Dean Williams College of Business
D. Mark Meyers





Vice Provost for Diversity
Mary Renda
Class of 2011, Invocation
James T. Snodgrass 








Gordon F. Brunner ‘65
Vincent C. Caponi ‘72
Robert H. Castellini
Michael D. Class, S.J.
Thomas G. Cody
Michael J. Conaton ‘55
Justin Daffron, S.J.
Walter C. Deye, S.J.
Salem Foad
Charles P. Gallagher ‘60 
Philip W. Gasiewicz ‘68
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
Sylvia Sieve Hendon ‘65
Ann Finefrock Hoffman ‘75
Barbara J. Howard ‘76
Timothy Howe, S.J.
Gregory G. Joseph ‘84
David L. Joyce ‘96
Catherine H.  Kennedy ‘64
Donald P. Klekamp ‘54
Gregory N. P. Konz, S.J.
John C. Lechleiter ‘75
John B. Maydonovitch ‘70
W. Rodney McMullen
Ralph S. Michael, III
James A. Miller
Katherine S. Napier ‘79
Joseph A. Pichler
Janet Butler Reid
Joseph L. Rippe ‘72
Stephen S. Smith ‘68
Robert A. Sullivan
William Verbryke, S.J.
Kathlyn R. Wade ‘77
James L. Wainscott
Jessica L. Zeller ‘00 
THE PRESIDENT AND HIS CABINET
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
President
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE STAGE PARTY
4UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
PROCESSIONAL
Pomp and Circumstance, Edward W. Edgar
Procession of the Nobles, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
CLASS OF 1961
XAVIER UNIVERSITY FACULTY AND STAFF
ADMINISTRATION






Department of Social Work
PRESIDENT
Michael J. Graham, S. J.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Roger A. Fortin
Academic Vice President and Provost
POSTING OF COLORS





2011 Recipient of the Loyola Medal for Commitment to Ministry
INTRODUCTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Roger A. Fortin
PRESENTATION OF THE MAGIS AWARD*
Mike Moroski 2001 and 2010
William Verbryke, S.J., Presenter
PRESENTATION OF THE XAVIER UNIVERSITY DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD
John C. Lechleiter ‘75
Ann Finefrock Hoffman ‘75, Presenter
* The Magis Award recognizes a Xavier undergraduate alum who, within 15 years of graduation, has achieved a high degree of excellence and embodies Jesuit morals and 
ethical values in her or his life.
5PRESENTATION OF PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J. LEADERSHIP AWARD
Roger A. Fortin
Academic Vice President and Provost
Joseph A. Pichler, Presenter
CONFERRAL OF DEGREE
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
Charles Geschke
Doctor of Humanities, Honoris Causa






John A. Elet, S.J. Scholar  
Class of 2011
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Roger A. Fortin
Janice B. Walker, Dean College of Arts & Sciences
D. Mark Meyers, Dean College of Social Sciences, Health, and Education
Ali R. Malekzadeh, Dean Williams College of Business
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES




Department of Information Systems
PACERS
Mary Kay Meyer





Department of Modern Languages
6INCIDENTAL MUSIC
(to permit graduates to return to their places)
ALUMNI GREETING
Michael G. Hanpeter Jr. ‘96




BENEDICTION AND CLOSING REMARKS
Michael J. Graham, S.J.
RECESSIONAL 

























David John Donnelly Jr.






























































































































































































THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES








































































































Masengo Mashika Albertine Kapanga





































































Brittany Marie Antinetta Thomas
Adam Lochry Thurman
Magna Cum Laude






















































































































































BACHELOR OF LIBERAL ARTS
AUGUST 13, 2010




















































































































































































THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION




































































































































































































































































































































Renee Adele Von Deylen




















THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Ali Malekzadeh, Dean







































































































































































































































































































































In the 10 years since he graduated, Michael Moroski has established himself as a passionate advocate 
of the poor in Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine neighborhood, as well as an inspiring mentor to students at 
Moeller High School.
After earning a Bachelor of Arts in English, Moroski accepted a teaching position at Moeller, where 
he has not only instructed his students on the finer points of grammar, but taught them a lesson he 
learned at Xavier—how to become men for others.
While volunteering as a chaperone for a group of students who were restoring buildings so the poor 
would have a place to live, he had his own heart touched by the experience. He soon found himself in 
solidarity with the area’s poor, fighting against injustice on their behalf and striving to find ways to make 
their lives better.
He created a student group called MACH 1—Moeller Advocates for Community Housing—that 
would return each weekend and restore the housing, and he led weekend retreats that addressed issues 
such as homelessness, government regulations and the bureaucratic and pragmatic concerns surrounding 
affordable housing in Cincinnati.
For exemplifying the Jesuit ideals of enhancing the humanity of the poor, improving the world 
through education and being a man for others, Xavier University is proud to present Michael Moroski 




There are many people all over the world who owe John Lechleiter a debt of gratitude for improving 
their quality of life. And they may not even know his name. As chairman, president and chief executive 
officer of the Eli Lilly Co., Lechleiter is responsible for the innovation and development of a wide 
range of pharmaceutical products that not only improve lives but also serve as the answer to some of the 
world’s most urgent medical needs—cancer, diabetes, neurological issues.
Three years ago Lechleiter took over as chairman of Lilly, the world’s 10th largest pharmaceutical 
company, at one of its most challenging times. In that short time, though, he has established a clear 
vision for future growth using both the leadership skills he’s developed on his way up the corporate 
ladder and the scientific knowledge he’s gained from his education and from three decades in the world 
of chemistry.
After earning his bachelor of science degree in chemistry from Xavier in 1975, Lechleiter went on 
to become a National Science Foundation Fellow at Harvard University, where he received both his 
master’s and doctorate degrees in organic chemistry. He joined Lilly in 1979 as a senior organic chemist 
and became head of the company’s process research and development division in three years. In 1984, 
he moved to Windlesham, England, to serve as director of pharmaceutical product development for the 
Lilly Research Centre in the United Kingdom.
He returned to the United States in 1986 as manager of research and development projects for 
Europe and quickly began his corporate ascent. He was promoted four times in six years and moved 
into the corporate ranks as vice president of pharmaceutical product development in 1993. He was 
appointed vice president of regulatory affairs in 1994, vice president for development and regulatory 
affairs in 1996, senior vice president of pharmaceutical products in 1998, executive vice president 
for pharmaceutical products and corporate development in 2001 and executive vice president for 
pharmaceutical operations in 2004. 
In 2005, he was named president and chief operating officer and joined Lilly’s board of directors. He 
became chief executive officer and chairman of the board in 2008.
Over the years, Lechleiter has willingly shared his expertise and wisdom with a number of 
organizations. In addition to sitting on the board of trustees at Xavier, he is on the board of Nike, 
the United Way Worldwide, the Life Sciences Foundation and several others. He is a Director of 
the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America, as well as the Great Lakes Chemical 
Corporation, and he is a member of the American Chemical Society, Business Roundtable, Business 
Council and the 2012 Indianapolis Super Bowl Host Committee. 
In recognition of his outstanding service to the University and society, and his commitment to Jesuit 
values, Xavier University is honored to present John C. Lechleiter with its Distinguished Alumnus 
Award.
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PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J. LEADERSHIP AWARD
Roger A. Fortin
Like all great history professors, Roger Fortin has the ability to engage his students in the details 
and drama of some worldly event as if he had been there as a personal witness. And like all great 
administrators, Fortin has the ability to listen, learn and lead. For the last 45 years, Xavier has been the 
beneficiary of this rare combination of skills.
Fortin came to Xavier in 1966 as an assistant professor of history. He had earned his bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts from St. Francis College in his native Maine and his master’s degree in history 
from the University of New Hampshire, and was still earning his doctorate in American history from 
Lehigh University.
Known for pacing back and forth in the room, peppering students with questions, Fortin 
energetically taught and enlightened the minds of students on subjects such as the American Revolution 
or U. S. Intellectual History, being named Teacher of the Year in 1972 and earning the Outstanding 
Faculty Award in 1974. He quickly moved up the ranks to associate professor and professor, and 
served as department chair for eight years. During his ascent, he was introduced to the administrative 
side of the University by Frank Brennan, S.J., and he unselfishly stepped in and out of the classroom 
throughout his career to fill such needed roles as academic vice president, dean of Edgecliff College and 
director of the library. In 2001 he became the University’s first and only provost.
Always the historian, Fortin spent his off-hours researching and writing a long list of articles and 
publications, including Faith and Action: A History of the Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 1821-1996, 
and Xavier’s official historical book of record, To See Great Wonders: A History of Xavier University, 1831-
2006. He also shared his love of history with others as the main speaker at 18 regional conferences 
sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Association for State and 
Local Histories during the 1970s. He also co-produced and participated in more than 50 educational 
television programs.
Outside of his work at Xavier, Fortin has served as director of the project to renovate the Historic 
Cincinnati Fire House Museum, as a board member of the Greater Cincinnati chapter of the Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome Foundation and as a director of the St. Xavier High School’s Masterwork Study 
Project.
In recognition of his 45 years of focused dedication to Xavier University and its mission as well as 
his wisdom, leadership and tireless work in developing the academic lives of countless students, Xavier 




From a young age, Charles Geschke was strongly influenced by the Jesuit priests who guided his 
education. And as he advanced through his career as co-founder and chairman of Adobe Systems 
Inc., those lessons of his early life never left him. Rather than trying to codify a collection of rules of 
conduct for his employees, for instance, he invoked just one rule—the Golden Rule. It has proven to be 
an excellent business principle, he says, helping him steer Adobe from a start-up to a $3 billion-a-year 
business with offices worldwide. The company has been voted one of the best companies in America 
to work for, the second most-admired software company in America and one of the most generous 
companies in America for its donations.
A Cleveland native, Geschke earned a bachelor’s degree in classics and a master’s degree in 
mathematics from Xavier and began teaching math at John Carroll University before being drawn into 
the burgeoning world of computer science. He left teaching to earn a doctorate in computer science 
from Carnegie-Mellon University, and then took that knowledge to Xerox PARC’s Computer Sciences 
Laboratory where he was a principal scientist and researcher.
There he met John Warnock, and the pair invented the software that sparked the desktop publishing 
revolution. Forming Adobe in 1982—naming the company after a creek that ran behind Warnock’s 
home—the two have forever transformed how people create, process and engage with information.
As a result of his innovative spirit, he has received numerous professional recognitions. In 2008 he 
was awarded the National Medal of Technology and Innovation by President Barack Obama. He won 
the Marconi Society Award for scientific contributions to human progress in the field of information 
technology. He was named the national Entrepreneur of the Year in 2003, and ranked the seventh 
most influential graphics person of the last millennium by Graphic Exchange magazine in 2000. He was 
elected to the National Academy of Engineering, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a 
Fellow of the Computer History Museum.
Alongside his professional accomplishments, Geschke has served the community in a broad range 
of roles, including membership on the boards of the San Francisco Symphony, National Leadership 
Roundtable on Church Management and the Nantucket Boys and Girls Clubs, among others. He has 
also served as a longtime member of Xavier’s President’s Advisory Council, providing immeasurable 
guidance and help in keeping Xavier on the forefront of technology and development. He and his wife, 
Nan, continue to be generous supporters of Xavier, most recently establishing the Nan and Charles 
Geschke Terrace in the Conaton Learning Commons.
In recognition of his vision, his impact around the world, his openness to new ideas and his 
willingness to give generously of himself, Xavier University is honored to present Charles Geschke with 
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
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Emily Meyer
MA Theology, Class of 2011




Academic Vice President and Provost
Joseph Pichler, S.J., Presenter
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Roger A. Fortin
Janice B. Walker, Dean College of Arts & Sciences
D. Mark Meyers, Dean College of Social Sciences, Health, and Education
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President National Alumni Association
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Members of the Xavier University Alumni and Concert Choirs
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Michael J. Graham, S.J.
RECESSIONAL 









B.A., University of Minnesota
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Impact of an Elderspeak 
Educational Program on Nursing Home 
Resident Well-Being, Self-Concept and 
Communication Satisfaction
Advisor: Dr. Christian End
Internship Site: Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, Washington, D.C.
Alicia Beth Bridgeland
B.A., Indiana University 
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: The Effect of the Therapeutic 
Alliance on Retention and Program 
Completion for Women in Residential 
Substance Abuse Treatment
Advisor: Dr. Susan Kenford 
Internship Site: Seven Counties Services, Inc, 
Louisville, Kentucky
Christa Ann Dinolfo
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, St. Bonaventure 
University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Efficacy of a Hope Program for 
Inner-City Children
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 
Internship Site: SUNY Upstate Medical 




Dissertation: Effects of Competitive and 
Cooperative Video Game Play on State 
Hostility and Cooperative Decision-
Making
Advisor: Dr. Janet Schultz
Internship Site: Ohio Psychology Internship, 
Akron, Ohio
Lesly Jane Hendershot
B.S., Cum Laude, University of Mount 
Union
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Aggression in Traumatic Brain 
Injury: Difference in Perception and 
Impact on Family Functioning
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 
Internship Site: Hawthorn Center, Northville, 
Michigan
THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION




Dissertation: The Influence of Victim 
Intoxication and Gender on Attribution 
of Responsibility and Labeling of Rape on 
College Campuses
Advisor: Dr. Cindy Dulaney
Internship Site: University of Notre Dame 




Dissertation: The Impact of Adoption Related 
Language on the Affective Reactions 
of Adopted Chinese Girls
Advisor: Dr. Christine Dacey
Internship Site: University of Utah 
Neuropsychiatric Institute, Salt Lake City, 
Utah
Gina Marie Muehlheim
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, University of Akron
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Private and Public Sector Providers’ 
Attitudes and Beliefs about Psychosocial 
Rehabilitation Interventions
Advisor: Dr. David Hellkamp
Internship Site: Louis Stokes Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, Cleveland, 
Ohio
Shannon Janea Murray
B.A., University of the Pacific
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Exercise Dependence, 
Perfectionism, Individual versus Team 
Sport, and Gender in an NCAA Division I 
Population
Advisor: Dr. David Hellkamp
Internship Site: St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
Washington, D.C.
Shannon Elizabeth Odell
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Gonzaga University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Gender Differences in Bystander 
Attitudes Towards Relational  Aggression 
Amongst Adolescent Girls
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 
Internship Site: Phoenix Children’s Hospital, 
Phoenix, Arizona
Richard Ian Rothenberg
B.S.B., Cum Laude, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: An Evaluation of the Fatherhood 
Program
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 
Internship Site: Talbert House, Cincinnati, Ohio
Ashley Lauren Solomon
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, University of Dayton
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: The Influence of a Media Literacy 
Intervention on Adolescent Girls at Low and 
High-Risk for Eating Disorders
Advisor: Dr. Christian End
Internship Site: Friends Hospital, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania
Jaime Lynn Stovering
B.A., Cum Laude, Cleveland State University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Timelines of Disclosures Regarding 
Number of Victims by Juvenile Sex Offenders
Advisor: Dr. W. Michael Nelson III
Internship Site: Ohio River Consortium, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
Andrew Michael Sweeney
B.A., Miami University 
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Examining the Relationship 
between Foster Parent Personality  and 
Ratings of Effective Therapeutic Foster 
Parenting
Advisor: Dr. Cindy Dulaney
Internship Site: Applewood Centers, Inc., 
Cleveland, Ohio
Julie Marie Tiemeier
B.A., Cum Laude, Miami University 
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Family Rituals and Child 
Psychopathology in Substance Abusing 
Mothers
Advisor: Dr. W. Michael Nelson III
Internship Site: University of California Davis 
Medical Center, Sacramento, California
DECEMBER 17, 2010
Roland Lee Peckham Jr.
B.A., Concordia College
M.S., Radford University
Dissertation: Juvenile Sexual Offenders: 
Fundamentally Different in Psychopathology
Advisor: Dr. W. Michael Nelson III
Internship Site: Dwight D. Eisenhower Army 
Medical Center, Fort Gordon, Georgia
MAY 6, 2011
Amanda Kei Nall Eberle
B.S., Centre College
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: The Relationship between 
Adolescents’ Extracurricular Activities and 
Health and/or Risk Behavior
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 




B.A., Cum Laude, Marquette University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Risk Factors for Vicarious Trauma 
in Psychology Graduate Students
Advisor: Dr. W. Michael Nelson III





Dissertation: the Utility of Personality Variables 
in Predicting Training-Mandated-Transition 
Attrition
Advisor: Dr. Karl Stukenberg
Internship Site: Wright State University, Dayton, 
Ohio
Elizabeth Marie Painter
B.S., Carnegie Mellon University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Deconstructing Family Activity 
Patterns in Caregivers of Children with 
New-Onset Epilepsy Utilizing Computerized 
Phone Diaries
Advisor: Dr. Christian End
Internship Site: Louis Stokes Veterans Affair 
Medical Center, Cleveland, Ohio
Anna Sofie Shouse
B.A., Iowa State University
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Intentional Self-Injury as a Barrier 
to Help-Seeing in a College Population
Advisor: Dr. Nicholas Salsman 
Internship Site: Ohio University Counseling 
Center, Athens, Ohio
Jaima Elizabeth Walton
B.S., Summa Cum Laude, Emory and Henry 
College
M.A., Xavier University
Dissertation: Reducing Racial Attitudes in 
Children: Evaluating the  Effectiveness of an 
Evaluative Conditioning Procedure
Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Dulaney 
Internship Site: Hawthon Center, Northville, 
Michigan
Shelby Spare Werner
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, John Carroll University
M.S., Johns Hopkins University
Dissertation: Intelligence and Achievement 
Profile of Female Juvenile Offenders
Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Hart 
Internship Site: Wright State University, Dayton, 
Ohio
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THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
































B.S., The Ohio State University











B.A., Miami University 
Margaret Mary Hardebeck
Theology
B.A., Cum Laude, Thomas More College
M.D., University of Louisville
M.S., Medical College of Georgia
Chelsie June Hoskins
English
B.A., Miami University 
Christine Anne Hovanitz
Theology













B.S., Miami University 
Justin Edward Seymour
English




B.A., University of Maryland
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THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, HEALTH, AND EDUCATION





B.A., Miami University 
Kate E. Dacy
Community Counseling
B.S., Florida State University
Angela Kay Fisher
Counseling
B.S.Ed., Bowling Green State University
Vicki Crawford Gedert
Community Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, Edgecliff College
Megan Kelley Carr Hlavac
Community Counseling









Thomas George William Brassell
Psychology
B.A., Indiana University 
Catherine Megan Burland
Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, Kent State University
Sarah Elizabeth DeFrance
Counseling
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Wayne State University
Megan Kathleen Frank
Psychology















B.A., University of Colorado 
Michael Matthew Rosen
Community Counseling






B.S.F.A., Miami University 
Alexander Kruger Sweers
Psychology
B.S., University of Illinois 
Sjen Marian von Dienes-Oehm
Psychology
B.A., Cum Laude, Wilmington College
Nicole Marie Westrich
Counseling
B.A., University of Cincinnati
Lauren Rachel Williams
Counseling










B.S., Magna Cum Laude, The Ohio State 
University
Anttarch Du Prae Brandy Sr.
Community Counseling
B.A., University of the Cumberlands






B.S., College of Mount St. Joseph
Andrea Sue Bryant
Counseling
B.S.Ed., Miami University 
Bailey Christina Bryant
Psychology




B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Kelly A. Burgei
Counseling



















B.S., Magna Cum Laude, Liberty University
Gina Rose Corbisello
Community Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, Ohio University
Ursula Lynn Culver
Community Counseling
B.A., University of Cincinnati
Jennifer Elizabeth Daniel
Psychology
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Capital University
Olivia Davis
Community Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, Mary Baldwin College
Cynthia Dianne Dennemann
Community Counseling
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Ryan Lee Derickson
Psychology






B.S., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
M.A., Cleveland State University
Mary Bueter Feldmann
Community Counseling
B.S., Northern Kentucky University
Helmer Feitosa Figueirêdo
Psychology
B.S., Weber State University







B.A., Thomas More College
Evelyn García Gibfried
Counseling
B.A., University of Cincinnati
Andrea M. Gontkovsky
Counseling
B.A., Bowling Green State University
Justin Lee Gregg
Psychology













B.S., Agnes Scott College
Jordan Michael Harrison
Psychology
B.S., Summa Cum Laude, Liberty University
Kelly Marie Isaacs
Psychology




B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
Raymond Blair Johnson III
Community Counseling
B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
Kara Lynn Jones
Psychology
B.A., Michigan State University
Rachel Mara Juran
Psychology









B.A., Cum Laude, Miami University 
Kathryn Anne Klus
Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, Mercyhurst College
Amber Rae Knabb
Psychology






B.A., Cum Laude, Miami University 
K. McRee Harrison Lauch
Psychology
B.A., Ohio University










B.A., University of Notre Dame
Alison Jean Lonneman
Counseling
B.A., Cum Laude, University of Notre Dame
Lynn Freeman Love
Community Counseling
B.S., University of Cincinnati
Jeffrey Michael Lucas
Psychology
B.A., University of Kentucky
Joseph Bernard Maier
Community Counseling
B.S., University of Dayton
Melissa Alice Maxwell
Psychology

















B.A., University of Kentucky
Laura Michelle Pasha
Community Counseling
B.A., Miami University 
Tanisha L. Perine-Dixon
Community Counseling




B.S.B., University of Phoenix
Jennifer Rafferty
Community Counseling




M.A., Asbury Theological Seminary
Kelly Jean Savicki
Counseling















B.A., University of Cincinnati
B.A., Central Bible College
Juan Manuel Suarez
Psychology




















B.A., University of Dayton
Brian David Valasek
Community Counseling

















B.A., University of Cincinnati
Michelle Elizabeth Young
Community Counseling














B.A., Indiana University 
Emily Louise Haller
Criminal Justice






















Dipl., The Christ Hospital School of  Nursing




B.A., Ball State University
Joseph Jerome Konys
B.S., Kettering College 
M.S., University of Nebraska 
Leslie Michelle McDermott
B.S., Grand Valley State University
RaNae Lynn Wright



















B.S., University of Oregon
Nathan Philip Diller
B.A., University of Cincinnati
M.B.A., Xavier University
William M. Eldridge
B.A., Cum Laude, University of Kentucky
Marcea Lynn Forcum






B.S., Eastern Kentucky University
Shengyong Hu
B.S., International College
M.S., Miami University 
Megan Leigh Johnston
B.A., Cum Laude, University of Dayton
Melanie Alana Kalisz
B.A., University of Michigan
Alpana Ravindranath Kapadia
B.E.S., Thomas More College
Diane Kristyn Kissell







B.S.B.A., Bowling Green State University
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B.S., University of Cincinnati
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B.S., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.N., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
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Mary Joann Hotko
B.S.N., The Christ Hospital School of  Nursing
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B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
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B.S., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
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Laura Ann Laake
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B.B.A., Cleveland State University
B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
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B.S., University of Phoenix
Patrick Daniel Flanigan
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, University of Colorado 
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B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, The Ohio State University
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B.S., University of Cincinnati
Kathleen Ann Lebowitz
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B.S., Magna Cum Laude, North Carolina State 
University
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B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
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B.A., Miami University 
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B.S.N., University of Ibadan















B.A., Cum Laude, Ohio Wesleyan University
Andrew Thomas Smith
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B.A., Miami University 
Nancy Lee Stone
B.S.N., Summa Cum Laude, Capital University
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B.A., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
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B.L.A., Cum Laude, Xavier University
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Catherine Marie Beerman
B.S.E.A., Magna Cum Laude, University 
of Dayton
Emily Kathleen Bennett
B.S.E.A., University of Dayton
Kyla R. Benthien
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M.A., University of Dayton
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B.S.Ed., Summa Cum Laude, Miami University 
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B.D.S., International College
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B.A., University of Cincinnati
Eucharia Onyemaechi Ezeigwe 
B.L.A., Xavier University
Linda Gene Ferdon
B.S.Ed., Miami University 
Laura Kastelic Frazier
B.A., Notre Dame College of Ohio
Guyanna Kelley Gardner
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Wilmington College
Kathryn Jane Goodson
B.A., Miami University 
Brandon Randal Griffith
B.A., Thomas More College
Kristin Coey Grote
B.S.Ed., Magna Cum Laude, Miami University 
Lindsay Ellen Guinther
B.S.E.A., Cum Laude, University of Dayton
Michael Walter Hanley Jr.
B.A., College of William and Mary
Nathalie L. Hayes
B.S.Ed., Wright State University
Diana Suit Hillenmeyer
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, Miami University 
Joshua Alan Howard
B.A., Miami University 
Ryan Brown Hubbard
B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, Xavier University
Shannon Marie Hyde
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Rebecca S. Hyldahl
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Miami University 




B.A., Thomas More College
Kelly Ann Kennedy
B.S.Ed., Miami University 
Sarah Elizabeth Kist
B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.E.A., Magna Cum Laude, University 
of Dayton
Melissa Sue Koenig
B.A., Cum Laude, Wittenberg University
Donna Lauver
B.S.Ed., Wright State University
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B.S., Magna Cum Laude, College of Mount 
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B.A., Miami University 
Jennifer Frances Litz
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Patricia Jeanne Long
B.S., Western Kentucky University
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M.S.L.S., University of Kentucky
Deborah Ann Matteini
B.S., Summa Cum Laude, Urbana University
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B.S.Ed., Wright State University
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B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, The Ohio State University
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B.A., Northern Kentucky University
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B.S., University of Florida
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Andrew William Phelps
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Jared Marcus Rosselot











M.B.A., Wright State University
Alison Mary Scholl
B.A., Cum Laude, Northern Kentucky University
Beth Louise Scull-Martin
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
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B.A., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.A., The Ohio State University
Sara Marie Singler
B.S., Cum Laude, University of Tampa
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B.M.E., Cum Laude, University of Mount 
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B.S., University of Dayton
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B.S.Ed., Indiana University 
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B.S.Ed., The Ohio State University
Bethany Morgan Carol Beebe
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B.S.Ed., Bowling Green State University
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B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
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B.A., University of Oklahoma
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B.A., Northern Kentucky University
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of the Sacred Heart
Ann Elizabeth Mason
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M.S., University of Dayton
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B.S.M.E., University of Dayton
Matthew Scott Prinz
B.S.Ed., Central Michigan University
M.A., Central Michigan University
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B.A., Miami University 
Stephanie Ann Ross
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, University 
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Paula S. Schababerle
B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
Jessika Denise Schuler
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Dong Bin Shin
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Nicholas Conlon Smith
B.A., Cum Laude, North Carolina State 
University
Mary Elizabeth Smoot
B.A., Eastern Kentucky University
Brooke Lindsay Taylor
B.A., University of Cincinnati
Lauren Ann Tharp
B.S., Ball State University
Yngrid Christy Thurston
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Kendra McCarty Alexander
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Alicia Erin Althoff
B.S., Summa Cum Laude, The Ohio State 
University
Connie Ashley
B.S., Miami University 
Jenna M. Atkinson
B.S., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati





B.S.B., Miami University 
Amanda S. Bischoff
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, College of Mount 
St. Joseph
Ashley Caroline Boerio
B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, Miami University 
Megan Leigh Bond-Kirby
B.A., Eastern Kentucky University
Robbie Dwayne Boshears Jr.
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B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Sheena Merlene-Evangeline Chadwell
B.S.B.A., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Missouri
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B.A., Florida State University
Veronica Marie Colorbio
B.B.A., New Mexico State University
Nancy Boone Combs
B.F.A., Northern Kentucky University
Cara Jane Concannon
B.A., Xavier University
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B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, Cleveland State University
Cheryl Lea Darpel
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B.A., University of Delaware
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B.S.E.A., Cum Laude, University of Dayton
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B.S., University of Dayton
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M.A., Hebrew Union College
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B.S.A.E., University of Cincinnati
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Andrew S. Hange
B.S.Ed., The Ohio State University
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B.A., Miami University 
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B.S.Ed., Magna Cum Laude, University 
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Jennifer Anne Luoma
B.A., Cum Laude, Boston College
Brietta  Lynch
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Oklahoma
Mary Theresa Guilfoyle Martin
B.A., Purdue University
Matthew Scott Mahrle
B.A., Michigan State University
Bradley William McDonough
B.S.H.S., Miami University 
Antria Denise McGhee
B.A., University of Cincinnati
Wayne Charles Memmott
B.A., Saint Louis University
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University
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M.B.A., University of Madras
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B.S.Ed., Magna Cum Laude, University 
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Katherine Lue Nester
B.S.Ed., University of Cincinnati
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Jennifer E. Patton
B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, Ohio State University
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B.A., Ohio Wesleyan University
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B.A., Cum Laude, The Ohio State University
Ikeisha Shannell Reliford
B.S., Fayetteville State University
Matthew D. Resnick
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University
Marissa Lyne Schaefer
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Northern Kentucky 
University
Emily Ann Scheffel
B.S., University of Cincinnati
Katharine Anne Schmidt
B.S.Ed., Wright State University
Zachary Edward Schmidt
B.S., Miami University 
Matthew Steven Schneider
B.S.Ed., Miami University 
Stephanie Elizabeth Schroder
B.A., University of Kentucky
Bradley Andrew Shank
B.S.Ed., Cum Laude, Bowling Green State 
University
Kristin Marie Siconolfi
B.F.A., University of Cincinnati
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M.A., University of Cincinnati
Beth Erin Sweeney
B.A., Kent State University
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B.A., University of Cincinnati
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Jerry Edward Watson
B.S.Ed., Miami University 
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B.A., Cum Laude, College of Mount St. Joseph
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B.A., Cum Laude, University of Kentucky
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B.A., University of Cincinnati
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B.B.A., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
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B.S.M.E., University of Missouri
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B.M., University of Cincinnati
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Gilbert Kwadzo Galevo
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B.S., University of Wisconsin
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M.S., University of Toledo
M.S., University of Toledo
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Steven Paul Hutchinson
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B.S.B.A., Xavier University
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B.S., The Pennsylvania State University
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B.S.B., Wright State University
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B.S., Eastern Michigan University
Kristopher Joseph Kellinghaus
B.S., Northern Kentucky University
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B.M.E., University of Dayton
Christopher Robin Kleman





B.A., Miami University 
Michael Anthony Kraeutle







B.S.B.A., University of Dayton
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B.S., University of Cincinnati
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Kenneth Wayne McNutt Jr.
B.S., Texas A&M University
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Patrick Michael Mercurio
B.M.En., Magna Cum Laude, University 
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B.S., University of Kentucky
Patrick W. Nyikes
B.S., Cum Laude, Wingate University
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B.S., Cum Laude, University of Michigan
M.S., University of Michigan
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B.S., Indiana University
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B.S.A.E., University of Michigan
M.En., University of Michigan
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M.S., University of Cincinnati
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B.B.A., Ohio University
Lacey Anne Rogers
B.B.A., University of Notre Dame
Chad Adrian Ross
B.S., Cum Laude, Indiana Wesleyan University
Daniel Paul Rozewski
B.S.B., Miami University 
Maria Portell Rozier
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B.B.A., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
Brandy L. Sanger






B.M., Cincinnati Christian University
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Rashad Eugene Shaw
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Sowmia Sridhar
B.B.A., University of Texas 
Madhukar Srivastava
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
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Justin Cory Stewart
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.B.A., Cum Laude, Xavier University
Sarah Elizabeth Switzer
B.S.E.E., The Ohio State University
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B.S., Purdue University
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B.S., The Ohio State University
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B.S., University of Pune 
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B.B.A., Cum Laude, University of Kentucky
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B.B.A., University of Wisconsin
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B.S.M.E., Milwaukee School of Engineering
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B.B.A., Thomas More College
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B.A., Cum Laude, Miami University 
Christopher Stewart Depenhart
B.S., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
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Matthew Patrick Dowling
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
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B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee
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B.S., University of Miami
M.S., University of Miami
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B.A., University of Missouri
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B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
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B.A., University of Cincinnati
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Daniel Burkard Gordon
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B.S., University of Cincinnati
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B.S., Indiana State University
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B.S.B.A., The Ohio State University
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B.C.O., International College
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B.B.A., Magna Cum Laude, University 
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B.S.M.E., University of Cincinnati
M.S., University of Cincinnati
MAY 6, 2011
Alma Leticia Alejandro
B.B.A., Midwestern State University
Ryan Thomas Ament
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Elizabeth Jean Arnett
B.S.B.A., Cum Laude, Xavier University
William Michael Ball




B.S., Northern Kentucky University
Amanda Katherine Bennett
B.S.B.A., Cum Laude, Bowling Green State 
University
Tracy Dawn Wright Bennion
B.S.B.A., Kansas State University
Stephen Patrick Bentley
B.S.B.A., Cum Laude, Xavier University
Thomas Matthew Berning
B.S.En., University of Dayton
Vincent Taylor Bond
B.A., The Ohio State University
Jessica Lee Brooks














B.S., Michigan State University
James F. Chadwick
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Luke Michael Charleton




B.S.M.E., Wright State University
M.En., Wright State University
Jayme Patricia Cochran
B.S., University of Illinois 
Chad Jacob Cochrane
B.S., Illinois State University
Brendan Monahan Colantuono
B.S.B., Miami University 
Christopher Richard Collins
B.S.B.A., Cum Laude, Xavier University
Colleen Marie Conlon
B.S.E.A., Cum Laude, University of Dayton
Keith James Connolly
B.S.B.A., Xavier University
John Anthony Coors Jr.
B.S., Purdue University
Bradley Jay Coppel
B.S.B., Indiana University 
Daniel Thomas Coyle
B.S.B., Cum Laude, Miami University 
Paul David Cummins
B.S., Cum Laude, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University
Robert Alexander Czanik
B.S.M.E., University of Cincinnati
Rex Hudson Daisey II
B.S., Purdue University
Brian John Davis
B.S.B.A., University of Dayton
Jeffrey Michael Dayton
B.B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Kent State 
University
Mirjam Louise Dekker
B.S., Florida Metropolitan University
B.S.B., Florida Metropolitan University
Adam Jordan Dennis
B.A., University of Kentucky
Amit Aniruddha Deshpande
B.E., University of Pune 
M.S., University of Cincinnati
Thierno M. Diallo
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Ernie Anthony Dichiara
B.B.A., Eastern Kentucky University
Andrew Martin Doster




B.B.A., University of Toledo
Fadi El Khaja
B.D.E., Lebanese American University
Rebecca Ann Eldredge
B.S., Miami University 
Stephen Andrew Englert
B.F.A., University of Cincinnati
Nery V. Estrella-Colón
B.S.M.E., University of Puerto Rico
Joseph Roger Fahey
B.S., Cum Laude, University of Dayton
Ming Michelle Fan
B.S., Cum Laude, The Ohio State University
Craig Timothy Gates
B.S.B., Miami University 
Rochelle Lynn Gerding




B.S., Magna Cum Laude, Northern Kentucky 
University
James Emery Graef
B.S., University of Cincinnati
Scott Joseph Grogean
B.S., University of Dayton
Shawn Lee Grubb
B.S., California State University 
Stephanie Lauren Hall
B.A., University of Kentucky
Jeffrey Anthony Hamel
B.S.En., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Michigan
M.S., University of Michigan
Alisha Antoinette Hanson
B.B.A., Cum Laude, Ohio University
Christopher Warren Harris
B.B., Texas Technical University
Joshua Len Hause




B.S.B.A., University of Dayton
Gary Alan Helmink
B.S., University of Illinois 
M.S., University of Dayton
Emily Lynne Henry
B.S., University of Virginia
Benjamin Charles Hensley
B.A., Northern Kentucky University
Kiana Lenita Herron
B.B.A., Cum Laude, University of Cincinnati
Maureen Alice Hester







B.A., Cum Laude, Miami University 
Megan Helene Hudepohl
B.S.B.A., Saint Louis University
Robert Paul Huesman
B.S., Summa Cum Laude, College of Mount 
St. Joseph
Daniel Scott Hummel
B.M.E., University of Dayton










B.S.E.E., University of Cincinnati
Sanjay John
B.B.A., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Cincinnati
Melody Anne Smith Jones
B.L.A., University of Massachusetts 
Matthew Clinton Kahn
B.S., Cum Laude, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University




B.S., University of Southern Indiana
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George Matthew Kibler
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Kelby Scott Koenig
B.S.C.E., University of Cincinnati
Kevin Jerome Kreger
B.A., Thomas More College
Sarah Kathryn Kronenberger
B.M.E., University of Dayton





B.S.T., Cum Laude, Bowling Green State 
University
Stephane Lardinois
B.B.A., Thomas More College
Brian Michael Laughlin




B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Carrie Ann Little
B.S.B., Summa Cum Laude, Miami University 
Jeffrey W.  Litzler
B.S.M.E., University of Louisville
M.S., Western Michigan University





B.S., Rochester Institute of Technology
Sarah Ann Lude
B.S.B., Miami University 
Kelly Christine Madsen
B.B.A., Texas A&M University









B.A., Summa Cum Laude, Olivet Nazarene 
University
Debbie Sue Mazziotti
B.S., Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
M.S., The Ohio State University
Kevin John McGirr
B.S.E.E., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Notre Dame
M.S., University of Michigan
Michael Scott Meiners




B.S.B.A., Miami University 
Jennifer Elisabeth Mitsoff






M.S., New Mexico State University
Ph.D., Mayo Graduate School
Yelana Noelle Muzyka












B.A., Miami University 
M.Ed., Xavier University
Christopher John Pastor
B.A., The Ohio State University
Vipal Bhaidas Patel
B.B.A., University of Cincinnati
Jaclyn Michelle Perrmann




B.A., University of Dayton
Samantha Anne Pisciotta
B.A., Miami University 
Macayla Chevon Porter
B.A., Summa Cum Laude, College of Mount 
St. Joseph
Matthew Jonathan Preis
B.S.B., Miami University 
Joshua K. Proffitt
B.S.A.B., University of Cincinnati
Ryan Perry Puskala




B.S.M.E., University of Notre Dame
Leslie James Regala
B.S., Mississippi State University
M.S., Mississippi State University
Amie Marie Rengers




B.S.B., Miami University 
B.S., Wilmington College
Michael Bruck Roberts
B.E.E., University of Dayton
Kenneth Edward Ross
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, Northern Kentucky 
University
John Michael Rugg
B.S., University of Cincinnati










B.S., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Wisconsin
Jeffrey Michael Schroeder
B.S., University of Maryland
Daniel Benjamin Schuster
B.S., University of Louisville
M.En., University of Louisville
John Matthias Schutte
B.A., Magna Cum Laude, St. Meinrad School 
of Theology
Jennifer Kristin Schwab
B.S., Magna Cum Laude, Northern Kentucky 
University
Peter Schweikle
B.S., University of Cincinnati
Jayesh Venkatesh Shanbhag
B.E., University of Mumbai 
M.S., University of Cincinnati
Eric Wesley Shaw




M.S., California Institute of Technology
M.En., California Institute of Technology








B.S.B., Miami University 
William Emerson Storey










B.S.B., Miami University 
Djibril Thiaw
B.S., Northern Kentucky University
Carrie Michelle Thomas
B.S., With Honor, Michigan State University
Jordan Henley Tischler
B.S., University of Kentucky
James Adam Tracy
B.A., University of Kentucky
Fred F. Tudor III
B.A., Wittenberg University
Vanessa Beth Turco












B.S., Cum Laude, University of Kentucky
Mary Colleen Wilmes
B.B., Wright State University
Richard David Wurzelbacher
B.S.B.A., The Ohio State University
Michael Scott Wyckoff
B.S.B.A., Summa Cum Laude, University 
of Tennessee
Ran Zhang








B.S., University of Cincinnati
MAY 6, 2011
Jon Eric Beasey
B.S., Eastern Kentucky University
Jay Jeffrey Brown
B.S.I.E., Purdue University
John A. Cameron III
B.A., University of Dayton
Paul Richard Durbin










B.S.B.A., Portland State University
Brian J. LaDuke
B.A., Point Loma Nazarene College
Gaurav Mantro




B.S., Northern Kentucky University
Joseph Thomas Pichler
B.A., University of Notre Dame
M.A., University of Montana
Henry Ivan Saas
B.S., Cum Laude, Arizona State University
Sohrab Saeidi
B.M.E., Norwich University
M.S., University of Vermont








PAUL O’CONNOR, S.J. LEADERSHIP AWARD
Roger A. Fortin
Like all great history professors, Roger Fortin has the ability to engage his students in the details 
and drama of some worldly event as if he had been there as a personal witness. And like all great 
administrators, Fortin has the ability to listen, learn and lead. For the last 45 years, Xavier has been the 
beneficiary of this rare combination of skills.
Fortin came to Xavier in 1966 as an assistant professor of history. He had earned his bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts from St. Francis College in his native Maine and his master’s degree in history 
from the University of New Hampshire, and was still earning his doctorate in American history from 
Lehigh University.
Known for pacing back and forth in the room, peppering students with questions, Fortin 
energetically taught and enlightened the minds of students on subjects such as the American Revolution 
or U. S. Intellectual History, being named Teacher of the Year in 1972 and earning the Outstanding 
Faculty Award in 1974. He quickly moved up the ranks to associate professor and professor, and 
served as department chair for eight years. During his ascent, he was introduced to the administrative 
side of the University by Frank Brennan, S.J., and he unselfishly stepped in and out of the classroom 
throughout his career to fill such needed roles as academic vice president, dean of Edgecliff College and 
director of the library. In 2001 he became the University’s first and only provost.
Always the historian, Fortin spent his off-hours researching and writing a long list of articles and 
publications, including Faith and Action: A History of the Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 1821-1996, 
and Xavier’s official historical book of record, To See Great Wonders: A History of Xavier University, 1831-
2006. He also shared his love of history with others as the main speaker at 18 regional conferences 
sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Association for State and 
Local Histories during the 1970s. He also co-produced and participated in more than 50 educational 
television programs.
Outside of his work at Xavier, Fortin has served as director of the project to renovate the Historic 
Cincinnati Fire House Museum, as a board member of the Greater Cincinnati chapter of the Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome Foundation and as a director of the St. Xavier High School’s Masterwork Study 
Project.
In recognition of his years of focused dedication to Xavier University and its mission as well as his 
wisdom, leadership and tireless work in developing the academic lives of countless students, Xavier 
University is proud to present Roger Fortin with the Paul L. O’Connor, S.J., Leadership Award.
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Xavier was founded in 1831 by Bishop Edward Dominic Fenwick, O.P., pioneer Catholic bishop 
of Ohio, as the first Catholic institution of higher learning in the Northwest Territory.
Known as the Athenaeum, the college’s first building in downtown Cincinnati, was largely financed 
by European Catholics and particularly by Catholic citizens of Vienna. The first class numbered 60 
students. From its beginning, the school was dedicated to the patronage of St. Francis Xavier. The 
Athenaeum attracted students from as far away as New Orleans, Mexico and Central America, and its 
educational quality drew many local Protestant students.
At the invitation of Bishop John Purcell of Cincinnati, the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) assumed control 
of the institution in 1840, ensuring a steady source of faculty. Under John A. Elet, S.J., the first Jesuit 
president, the institution was renamed St. Xavier College.
Xavier offered its first evening classes in 1841 and summer courses were introduced in 1914, 
thus beginning a tradition of serving the unique needs and schedules of professionals and aspiring 
professionals in the Cincinnati community.
In 1920, the college moved to its present site in Avondale, and in 1930 was renamed Xavier 
University, reflecting its growth and complexity. While women had been attending Xavier’s evening 
college since its early years, Xavier’s undergraduate “day” college became coeducational in 1969. In 
1980 Xavier acquired the Edgecliff College programs and integrated them with those at Xavier, and by 
1987 Edgecliff faculty, staff and students were moved onto the Xavier campus.
Xavier’s growth in over a century and a half since its founding reflects its origins as a teaching 
institution which soundly prepares students for careers or graduate study or both. A Xavier education, 
particularly at the undergraduate level, is marked by the emphasis on liberal arts learning contained in 
Xavier’s core curriculum. Equally important in the Xavier tradition is the synthesis of human, cultural 
and ethical values; concern and respect for people; and an appreciation of the worth and dignity of the 
self and others.
The College of Arts and Sciences, Xavier’s oldest college, enrolls approximately 1,975 
undergraduate and 40 graduate students, and accepts the primary responsibility for the liberal arts 
education of all Xavier undergraduates. The Williams College of Business enrolls 1,170 undergraduates 
and 1,660 MBA students, and is dedicated to preparing business students for positions of responsibility 
and leadership. The College of Social Sciences, Health, and Education enrolls 1050 undergraduate and 
950 graduate students in specialized areas of human services.
Xavier has been an innovator in graduate education, establishing, for example, the first graduate 
program in Montessori education in the United States. Its graduate programs in education have 
produced the second highest number of school administrators in the state of Ohio. Xavier’s graduate 
program in health services administration is a recognized innovator in the field. The Executive MBA 
Program, the Health Services Administration Program and the MEd in Human Resource Development 
educate upper level managers, professionals and executives while they maintain their current positions 
in their respective organizations. The Department of Psychology offers a master’s degree with 
specializations in General Experimental and Industrial/Organizational. While some of these graduates 
continue their education, many assume responsible positions in corporate America. The Doctor 
of Psychology (Psy.D.) Program holds the distinction of being the first doctoral program at Xavier.
XAVIER’S HERITAGE 
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HONORS BACHELOR  
OF ARTS PROGRAM
Students who complete a major in classical 
studies with emphasis on history, literature, 
Latin, Greek, and philosophy.
UNIVERSITY SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Undergraduate students who have  
completed a series of honors courses in the 
core curriculum.
COMMUNITY ENGAGED FELLOWS
This nationally recognized service  
fellowship program honors the highest 
academic achievement and an outstanding 
record of volunteer community service. The 
recipients keep their fellowships through 
their four years at Xavier by maintaining a 
3.25 grade point average and performing ten 
hours of community service a week. Service 
fellows receive full tuition, fees, room and 
board and a book stipend.
PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS, AND THE 
PUBLIC HONORS PROGRAM
Undergraduate students who have complet-
ed an Interdisciplinary major in the theory 
and practice of democratic instutions.
Students graduating today from these 
three special university programs are wear-
ing blue and white ribbons with bronze 
medallions bearing the university seal. These 
medals were presented to them at an earlier 
ceremony.
Honors are awarded on the basis of out-
standing achievement in academic study. The 
undergraduate student must have completed 
at least half of the degree requirements and 
half of the courses in the major field at 
Xavier University to be eligible for honors. 
These honors are inscribed on the student’s 
diploma, printed on the student’s official 
university permanent record and announced 
at the commencement ceremony. These 
students are easily recognizable by their gold 
honors cord. 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Bachelor’s degree students who have 
earned a quality point average of at least 
3.90 on a 4.00 point scale in college work 
will be recognized as graduating Summa Cum 
Laude.
MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Bachelor’s degree students who have 
earned a quality point average of 3.75 to 
3.899 on a 4.00 point scale in college work 
will be recognized as graduating Magna Cum 
Laude.
CUM LAUDE
Bachelor’s degree students who have 
earned a quality point average of 3.50 to 
3.749 on a 4.00 point scale in college work 
will be recognized as graduating Cum Laude.
ASSOCIATE DEGREE
Students who complete an Associate 
Degree with the criteria above will be rec-
ognized as graduating “with highest honor,” 
“with high honor” and “with honor.”
The history of academic dress and its sig-
nificance has its beginnings from the earliest 
days of the old universities. As early as the 
fourteenth century some colleges required 
scholars to wear long gowns. Specifications 
of academic apparel became greatly diversi-
fied in Europe.
In May 1895, representatives from  
colleges and universities in the United States 
met at Columbia University to adopt a na-
tional standardized intercollegiate academic 
apparel code.
The “Intercollegiate Bureau of Academic 
Costume” was formed in 1902 to serve as the 
information source in matters pertaining to 
academic dress. In 1932 the American Coun-
cil on Education appointed a committee to 
revise the apparel codes established in 1895. 
Review and revisions to the 1895 academic 
apparel codes occurred in 1932 and 1959.
GOWNS
The gown for the bachelor’s degree has 
pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The 
master’s degree gown has oblong sleeves 
which open at the wrist and is designed 
with fasteners so that it may be worn open 
or closed. Both the bachelor’s and master’s 
degree gowns are black with no trim. The 
robes worn by Xavier's doctoral candidates 
are blue. The sleeves of the doctoral robes 
are longer than the master's, are trimmed 
in black velvet and have three velvet 
bands around each sleeve above the elbow. 
Doctoral gowns from other universities are 
most often black, but some universities have 
adopted colors.
HOODS
Hoods are worn for the master’s degree. 
The material of the hood is black and is 
made of the same material as the gown. The 
master’s hood should be three and one-half 
feet in length and lined with the official 
color or colors of the college or university 
conferring the degree. The edging is to be 
three inches of velvet or velveteen with 
the color being distinctive of the subject to 
which the degree pertains. The colors that 
pertain to Xavier’s degrees are as follows:
Arts ........................................ White
Business .....................................Drab
Education ......................... Light Blue
Science ........................Golden Yellow
Health Services 
  Administration .............. Kelly Green
Nursing .................................Apricot
THE DOCTORAL HOODING 
CEREMONY
The hooding ceremony is the tradition-
al ceremony for conferring the doctorate. 
The Xavier Doctor of Psychology degree 
(Psy.D.) is based in the practitioner-scientist 
model. This means that graduates are 
skilled in the practice of clinical psychology 
and in the research process that develops 
the scientific base of such practice. The 
hooding ceremony reflects this model. 
Graduates are greeted and escorted by the 
Director of Clinical Training, while the 
hooding itself is carried out by the Chair 
of the student's dissertation committee and 
the Chair of the Psychology Department. 
Thus, clinical work, research activity, and 
scholarship are all represented.
CAPS
Black mortarboards of the same material 
as the gown are to be worn with a black 
tassel for undergraduates and the tassel 
of the color pertaining to the degree fas-
tened to the middle point of the top of the 
cap for graduate degrees.
HONOR GRADUATES




The banners carried in today’s ceremony represent Xavier's three colleges. A banner precedes the students 
from each college.
The College of Arts & Sciences
Wisdom, revealed by Christ and discovered by human reason, was seen in the Middle 
Ages as a lamp, and the university was created to be the lampstand that would make it 
shine before all.
The Williams College of Business
The ship of commerce recognizes that the earliest business communication and trade be-
tween nations was by merchant ships. The spirit of these early entrepreneurs sparked the 
growth of modern day business.
The College of Social Sciences, Health,  
and Education
The orb is symbolic of the many cultures who benefit from the associate through doc-
toral degree programs offered in professional and liberal arts disciplines. The quill repre-
sents devotion to the advancement and dissemination of knowledge locally, nationally and 
internationally.
COUNTRIES REPRESENTED BY 2011 GRADUATES
PHOTOGRAPHY














The mace symbolizes the legal and chartered authority of Xavier University. It is brought into the 
gathering immediately before the President. Historically, the mace was a war club. In the Middle 
Ages it was carried by a bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Today, its purpose is strictly 
ceremonial and carried by the Grand Marshal. During the ceremony the mace rests at the front 
of the stage in its holder.
A mace is a custom-made piece of art and sometimes crafted from relics of the university. It can be 
decorated with gems and precious metals, sometimes in the official university colors. The Xavier 
University mace was designed and crafted by Bernard Schmidt, Professor Emeritus, of the department 
of art.
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XAVIER UNIVERSITY SYMPHONIC WINDS
Simon Tillier, conductor
Dr. Matthew Westgate, conductor
REPERTOIRE:
Processional – Pomp and Circumstance, Edward Elgar 
Procession of the Nobles, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
























































The seal of Xavier University combines three principal ideas:  
St. Francis Xavier, patron of the university; the Jesuit order of which he 
was a distinguished member; and the university. The five vertical stripes 
suggest the coat of arms of the Xavier family. A right arm wearing the 
Jesuit robe holds aloft the crucifix, signifying St. Francis Xavier preaching 
Christ crucified. The three sea shells signify the three journeys of Xavier 
into the Orient. Above the shield is the Jesuit seal, IHS, the first three 
letters of the name Jesus in Greek. Below is the Jesuit motto, AMDG [Ad 
Majorem Dei Gloriam], which translates “to the Greater Glory of God,” 
and the words Vidit Mirabilia Magna, a phrase from the psalms applied to 
St. Francis Xavier, which translates “he has seen great wonders.”
Xavier University is an academic community committed to equal opportunity for all persons regardless of age, sex, race, religion, handicap or national origin.
Produced by Xavier University’s University Communications.



